
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Nonfiction II 
 
Unit Designers: English Dept. 
 
Level(s): Grade 10 

 
Time Span: 6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
In this unit, students will use the skills and strategies they acquired in the previous non-fiction unit to read 
and analyze social commentary (editorials, political cartoons, anecdotal essays). They will determine 
what constitutes effective social commentary, including appropriate use of humor. Students will also 
demonstrate their understanding of the techniques by crafting their own written pieces and presenting 
their work to a classroom audience. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
 
A. Reading 
A.4. Persuasive Texts: Students evaluate the validity, truthfulness, and usefulness of ideas presented in 
persuasive texts, within a grade appropriate span of text complexity, noting how the structural features 
and rhetorical devices affect the information and argument(s) presented.    
 
B. Writing 
B.4. Persuasive:  Students write persuasive essays exhibiting logical reasoning and rhetorical techniques.  
 
B.5. Practical Application:  Students write personal communication and pieces related to educational 
development, career issues, and civic participation. 
 
F. Media  
F.1. Analysis of Media:  Students analyze the effectiveness of auditory, visual, and written information 
used to communicate in different forms of media. 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

Know a variety of strategies for reading non-fiction texts 
Know the different paragraph structures 

 
 Skills: 

Employ a variety of strategies for comprehending non-fiction texts 
Identify the main idea and supporting details of a paragraph 
Identify different paragraph structures 
Write a well-structured paragraph 
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Enduring Understandings: 
Individuals use social commentary to criticize and raise awareness about issues in the world around them. 
Writers and cartoonists craft pieces using a variety of techniques (hyperbole, analogy, irony, symbolism, 
satire) to achieve specific purposes. 
Humor can be an effective vehicle for persuasion. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
What is the purpose of social commentary? 
What techniques do writers/cartoonists use to achieve their purposes? 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

Know what techniques are available for writers of social commentary 
Know that humor can be an effective vehicle for discussing social issues 

 
 Skills: 

Identify and utilize various techniques to read and write social commentary 
Identify the author’s purpose and to differentiate fact and opinion in social commentary 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Students will read, view, and analyze social commentary (A4). 
Students will write and share social commentary (B4, B5). 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Introduce social commentary as a genre. 
Introduce the techniques that writers of social commentary use to achieve their purposes (persuade, 
entertain, critique, raise awareness, etc.) 
Read/view and analyze editorials, anecdotal pieces, and cartoons to determine technique and message 
(F1). 
Utilize techniques to produce original works of social commentary. 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Students can use technology to create podcasts or videos to share their original work. 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Internet 
Word-processing 
Podcasts/GarageBand (Extended learning) 

 
Instructional Resources: 
Exemplars 
Teacher generated materials 
Selected works of social commentary 
I’m a Stranger Here Myself by Bill Bryson 
 
 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
 

Editorial Cartoon Analysis 


